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Abstract:
This study examines the impact of agricultural *waqf* (religious endowment) in Egypt during the Ayyubid era
(567-648 AH), viewing it as a multifaceted institution that integrates jurisprudential legitimacy, administrative
organization, and economic and social efficacy. Agricultural *waqf* demonstrated the state's capacity to harness
agricultural resources for the public good—through land reclamation, increased production, and the provision of
stable funding for educational and religious institutions—thereby alleviating the financial burden on the public
treasury (*Bayt al-Mal*). It also played a pivotal role in mitigating economic crises and natural disasters, as well
as fostering social solidarity by supporting the poor and needy; this contributed to consolidating Islamic identity
and building a more cohesive and equitable society. Through this multifaceted role, agricultural *waqf* became
a cornerstone of sustainable development in Ayyubid Egypt and a tool for reshaping the relationship between the
state and society, reflecting the depth of the Islamic experience in resource management and the balancing of

political imperatives with societal needs.
Keywords: Agricultural *Waqf* — Ayyubid Era — Economic Development — Social Solidarity.
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