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ABSTARCT

During the period from 1908 to 1932, religious forces in Iraq were not merely spiritual institutions, but active
national forces that played a major role in leading Iraqi society during the most important and dangerous stages
of political transition. These forces opposed the unjust decisions taken by the Union and Progress government
against the religious establishment in Iraq, through World War I and the British occupation of Iraq, during which
the role of the religious establishment in Najaf, Karbala, Kazimiyah, and Mosul expanded, emerging as an active
and influential force on the Iraqi political and social scene. These forces played a major and prominent role in
the 1920 revolution, taking it upon themselves to mobilize the people and tribes against the British presence. In
addition, some of the religious establishment's leaders participated in the revolution. At the end of the 1920
revolution, a new chapter began in the peaceful struggle against the occupiers, led by religious forces. This
struggle resulted in Britain being forced to form an Iraqi government. Religious forces took on a new form of
peaceful resistance by monitoring the process of establishing the new government and the 1922 Anglo-Iraqi
Treaty, raising numerous objections and observations about matters that would restrict Iraq and prevent it from
gaining full independence. In addition to their role in resisting the occupiers, religious forces formed a link
between the local Iraqi authorities and the tribes. Through these roles played by religious forces in Iraq, they
were able to become an important and integral part of the Iraqi national structure and continue to exert political
and social influence until Iraq joined the League of Nations in 1932.
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