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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the rhetoric of the composite simile and its aesthetic, semantic, and artistic
dimensions in the poetry of Abu Nuwas, one of the most prominent poets of the early Abbasid period who
played a major role in renewing poetic imagery. The study is based on the assumption that the composite simile
in Abu Nuwas’s poetry is not merely a traditional rhetorical device, but a fundamental structural element in
shaping poetic imagery and the overall artistic experience. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach,
analyzing selected poetic texts through precise procedural steps in order to identify the patterns of composite
similes and examine their rhetorical functions within the poetic context. The findings reveal that composite
similes in Abu Nuwas’s poetry appear in various forms, most notably sensory, kinetic, and scene-based similes,
all of which rely on comparing complete images rather than isolated elements. The study also demonstrates that
composite similes contribute significantly to intensifying meaning, generating indirect and multiple layers of
interpretation, and expanding the horizon of reception. Moreover, they play a crucial role in renewing the
relationship between form and meaning, transforming poetic imagery from a tool of clarification into a
productive mechanism for meaning-making. The study concludes that the composite simile represents one of
the most significant aspects of artistic innovation in Abu Nuwas’s poetry and a key feature of applied rhetoric
in Abbasid poetry.Keywords : Rhetoric, Simile, Significance , Abbasi Poetry , Poet Abu Nuwas i
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