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This study examines and analyzes a section of hadith compiled by the scholar Abu Zur'ah al-'Iraqi, specifically the
hadith of Abu Ayyub al-Ansari (may God be pleased with him) concerning fasting six days of Shawwal. This
hadith is well-known, stating: "Whoever fasts Ramadan and then follows it with six days of Shawwal, it is as if he
fasted the entire year." The text's significance stems from its hadithic and critical value, as well as the
methodology employed by its author in compiling the hadith's various chains of transmission, studying its chains
of narrators, discussing the narrators themselves, and examining the opinions of hadith scholars regarding its
authenticity or weakness. The study also explores the differences in the narrations and compares them.

Abu Zur'ah al-'Iraqi began his section by mentioning six chains of transmission for the hadith, then divided his
discussion into several parts. He started by discussing the Companion Abu Ayyub al-Ansari and the men in the
chain of transmission, paying particular attention to the narrators 'Umar ibn Thabit and Sa'd ibn Sa'id. He then
addressed the hadith's authentication, the differences in its chain of transmission, and the hadith scholars' rulings
on it. He included other hadiths related to the topic, then discussed the hadith's vocabulary and benefits. The
section concluded with a discussion of the permissibility of fasting the six days of Shawwal and a refutation of
those who prohibit it.
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The scholarly value of the text lies in its reliance on examining the hadith's various chains of transmission and
supporting evidence, rather than limiting its evaluation to a single chain. The author traced the narrations
transmitted from a number of Companions, discussing the differences among narrators regarding the attribution of
the hadith to the Prophet (marfu') or to a Companion (mawquf), and their variations in the names of some of the
chains of transmission. He also presented the opinions of the leading scholars of hadith criticism (jarh wa ta'dil)
concerning the narrators, particularly Sa'd ibn Sa'id, and compiled the opinions of Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Ibn Ma'in,
Ibn Sa'd, al-Nasa'i, Ibn 'Adi, Ibn Hibban, and al-'[jli, then weighed them to arrive at what he considered the most
accurate view.
The study also included a critical discussion of objections raised by some scholars against the hadith, most notably
Ibn Dahya's claim of its weakness, his assertion that the hadith's chain of transmission was limited to Sa'd ibn
Sa'id, and his argument based on the fact that Imam Malik did not narrate it. The author addressed these
objections, demonstrating the existence of supporting narrations for Sa'd ibn Sa'id's hadith, and that Malik's lack of
narration was insufficient grounds for rejecting it. Furthermore, he distinguished between Sa'd ibn Sa'id al-Ansari
and others with similar names. As for the critical aspect, it involved meticulously editing the text and presenting it
as closely as possible to the author's intended meaning, correcting any errors or distortions by consulting original
sources, tracing the hadiths and narrations, identifying the figures and narrators, and verifying references and
attributions, while preserving the established methods of transmission and performance found in the manuscript,
such as hearing, reading, and authorization. This manuscript is particularly significant due to its chain of
transmission connecting it to Imam Muslim and because it contains documented hadith and critical material.
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