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The Semantic Dimensions of the Verbs ( Awa) and (Awa)
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Abstract

This study examines the semantic and morphological aspects of the two verbs ('awa / awa) as used in the Qur’an,
clarifying their lexical and technical meanings. Their core semantic field revolves around joining, enclosing,
seeking refuge, and protection. The study highlights the technical distinction between the two verbs: "awa (with
a short vowel) denotes self-initiated refuge or withdrawal to a place or direction, whereas awa (with a long
vowel) signifies providing shelter and inclusion by an agent for others, accompanied by care and protection.
The research also addresses the effect of morphological simplicity and augmentation on directing their meanings
within the Qur’anic context, examining the verbs in terms of transitivity and intransitivity. It shows that "awa
is a triliteral, unaugmented verb that most often occurs intransitively, while awa is a quadriliteral, augmented,
transitive verb—a subtle distinction whose impact is clearly manifested in the Qur’anic context. The study
further analyzes the verbal forms of both verbs with respect to tense (past, present, and imperative), in addition
to examining nominal derivatives, particularly the noun of place (al-ma’wa, “abode/refuge”), and its association
in the Qur'an with Paradise and Hell as the final abodes of humankind. The study concludes that the
morphological variation between the two verbs in the Qur’an is not arbitrary; rather, it is fully aligned with the
intended context and meaning, reflecting the precision of their Qur’anic usage in accordance with semantic
context.Keywords:’awa; awa; lexical meaning; technical meaning; morphological form; transitivity and
intransitivity; sheltering; refuge.
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