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Abstract
Constitutional vacuum is considered one of the most serious challenges confronting political systems, as it
reflects a state of absent or ineffective constitutional provisions and mechanisms, leading to the disruption of
constitutional institutions and threatening both political and institutional stability. In the Iraqi context,
manifestations of constitutional vacuum have appeared clearly during the transitional phases following 2003,
particularly during periods of delayed government formation, legislative stagnation, and ongoing disputes over
constitutional interpretation by the Federal Supreme Court.This study aims to examine the manifestations of
constitutional vacuum in Iraq by analyzing its structural causes—stemming from weaknesses or ambiguities in
constitutional provisions—as well as its political causes related to partisan and sectarian tensions. The study
also highlights the impact of this vacuum on the stability of the political system, noting that it has often led to
prolonged political crises, erosion of trust among political actors, and a decline in the effectiveness of
constitutional institutions, all of which have adversely affected democratic performance and state stability. The
study concludes that addressing the problem of constitutional vacuum in Iraq requires revisiting certain
constitutional articles to reduce areas of ambiguity and interpretive conflict, strengthening the independence of
constitutional judiciary, and developing political norms that ensure a smooth transfer of power. Understanding
the dimensions of this phenomenon is not merely a theoretical exercise, but a practical necessity for
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safeguarding the stability of the Iraqi political system and consolidating the trajectory of democratic
transformation
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