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Abstract
This research addresses a pressing and highly dangerous issue in the contemporary Iraqi television media
landscape: the employment of hate speech in television coverage of sectarian crises and its consequent fueling
of symbolic violence and decline of civil coexistence. The study integrates two complementary methodologies:
content analysis examining indicators of hate speech and symbolic violence in the news and program coverage
of Al-Furat and Dijlah channels through a systematic sample of 280 television materials over six months, and
a field study utilizing a questionnaire analyzed through Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) via AMOS
software on a sample of 380 viewers from the Iraqi public. Content analysis findings reveal the presence of
explicit and implicit hate speech in 54.6% of analyzed materials, with statistically significant differences
between the two channels in employment methods and sectarian framing patterns. SEM results confirm that
exposure to televised hate speech significantly and positively impacts the fueling of symbolic violence among
viewers (B = 0.52), while negatively affecting civil coexistence (f = -0.48); symbolic violence performs a
statistically significant partial mediation role in this structural relationship. The research offers practical
recommendations for both channel administrations, media regulatory bodies, civil society organizations, and

academic specialists. Keywords: Hate Speech, Television Coverage, Sectarian Crises, Symbolic Violence, Civil
Coexistence, Al-Furat Channel, Dijlah Channel, Structural Equation Modeling.
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