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Abstract]

This study discusses an Arabic phonetic phenomenon regarding ways in which the hamza and the three long
vowels (alif, waw, ya) are related to each other. In the first section of this study, the sounds will be identified
by way of their place of articulation and their characteristics. The second section will contain observations
regarding phonetic changes made when the hamza occurs beside one of the long vowels; facilitation,
substitution, transfer, and deletion will be detailed along with their unique rules applicable to connected sound
elongation, separated elongation and compensatory elongation. The objective of this study is to build a bridge
between these rules and their ancient dialect origins and present the interpretations of each of them as per the
theories of muscular effort and phonetic economy as outlined in contemporary studies, using the writings of the
ancients in regards to materials in their grammar books, morphology books and in texts on Quranic recitation
and reading that they wrote. Along with presenting written material, this study will represent the theorized forms
of each phonetic phenomenon through actual linguistic and Quranic examples as a means for confirming the
validity of the phonetic rule and its respective limitations, while also relating the ancient explanations to modern
phonetic observations, in order to achieve an overall perspective of the combined depth of insight from the
ancient theorists and the precision of the contemporary descriptions.Keywords: hamza, long vowels,
substitution, facilitation, transfer, connected elongation, separated elongation, compensatory elongation.
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