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Abstract
The topic of women poets in the pre-Islamic era between presence and marginalization reflects a significant
literary and cultural phenomenon that reveals the nature of ancient Arab society and its social structures. Despite
the dominance of a patriarchal system in public life, women were not entirely absent from the poetic scene;
rather, they maintained a noticeable presence in certain areas, although this presence remained limited compared
to that of men. Women poets in the pre-Islamic era particularly excelled in the genre of elegy, where they found
a socially acceptable space to express deep emotions of grief and loss. The most prominent example is Al-
Khansa, who immortalized her name through her powerful elegies for her brothers. Her poetry is marked by
emotional sincerity and strong impact, to the extent that she rivaled leading male poets of her time. Al-Khansa’s
mastery demonstrates that women were fully capable of poetic creativity when given the opportunity. In
addition to elegy, women also contributed to other poetic themes such as chaste love poetry and wisdom.
However, their participation in genres like praise and satire was limited, as these were closely tied to the tribal
structure dominated by men. This reality shaped the nature of women's poetry, which often emphasized
emotional expression and personal experience. Moreover, this presence was not sufficient to place women on
equal footing with men in the poetic arena. Women poets experienced a degree of marginalization due to several
factors, most notably social constraints that restricted their freedom of expression. Furthermore, the lack of
systematic documentation in that era led to the loss of much of women’s poetry. Early transmitters and critics
also tended to prioritize male poetry, contributing to the relative neglect of female literary production.
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